Grade 8 Sample Test Prompt

Voice

People run for elected offices, from the President of the United States to class
officersin aschool. You are running for class president for your grade level.

Write an essay convincing your classmates that you are the best choice for president.

Y our writing should:
e Have anintroduction, body, and conclusion.
e State reasons why you would make a good class president.

e Include details that support your reasons.

Remember to edit for spelling, grammar, punctuation, and capitalization.

Arizona Department of Education Page 1 of 11 January
2007

Anchor Papers for Grade 8 Sample Test Writing Prompt



AIMS Six Trait Analytic Writing Rubric — Official Scoring Guide

VOICE

6

The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic, purpose
and audience. The writer seems deeply committed to the topic,
and there is an exceptional sense of “writing to be read.” The
writing is expressive, engaging, or sincere. Thewriting is
characterized by

o an effective level of closenessto or distance from the
audience (e.g., a narrative should have a strong personal
voice, while an expository piece may require extensive use
of outside resources and a more academic voice;
nevertheless, both should be engaging, lively, or
interesting. Technical writing may require greater
distance.).

e anexceptionally strong sense of audience; the writer seems
to be aware of the reader and of how to communicate the
message most effectively. The reader may discern the
writer behind the words and feel a sense of interaction.

e asensethat the topic has cometo life; when appropriate,
the writing may show originality, liveliness, honesty,
conviction, excitement, humor, or suspense.

5

The writer has chosen a voice appropriate for the topic,
purpose, and audience. The writer seems committed to the
topic, and there is a sense of “writing to be read.” The writing
isexpressive, engaging or sincere. Thewriting is
characterized by

e anappropriate level of closenessto or distance from the
audience (e.g., a narrative should have a strong personal
voice while an expository piece may require extensive
use of outside resources and a more academic voice;
nevertheless, both should be engaging, lively or
interesting. Technical writing may require greater
distance.).

e astrong sense of audience; the writer scemsto be aware
of the reader and of how to communicate the message
most effectively. The reader may discern the writer
behind the words and feel a sense of interaction.

e asensethat the topic has cometo life; when appropriate,
the writing may show originality, liveliness, honesty,
conviction, excitement, humor, or suspense.

4

A voiceis present. The writer demonstrates commitment to
the topic, and there may be a sense of “writing to be read.” In
places, thewriting is expressive, engaging, or sincere. The
writing is characterized by

e aquestionableor inconsistent level of closenessto or
distance from the audience.

e asense of audience; the writer seemsto be aware of the
reader but has not consistently employed an appropriate
voice. Thereader may glimpse the writer behind the
words and feel a sense of interaction in places.

e liveliness, sincerity, or humor when appropriate;
however, at times the writing may be either
inappropriately casual or personal, or inappropriately
formal and stiff.

3

The writer’s commitment to the topic seems inconsistent. A
sense of the writer may emerge at times; however, the voiceis
either inappropriately personal or inappropriately impersonal.
The writing is characterized by

e alimited sense of audience; the writer’s awareness of the
reader is unclear.

e anoccasiona sense of the writer behind the words;
however, the voice may shift or disappear aline or two
later and the writing become somewhat mechanical.

e alimited ability to shift to a more objective voice when
necessary.

2

The writing provides little sense of involvement or

commitment. Thereis no evidence that the writer has chosen

asuitable voice. Thewriting is characterized by

e little engagement of the writer; the writing tends to be
largely flat, lifeless, stiff, or mechanical.

e avoicethatislikely to be overly informal and personal.

e alack of audience awareness; thereis little sense of
"writing to be read.”

e little or no hint of the writer behind the words. Thereis
rarely a sense of interaction between reader and writer.

1

The writing seems to lack a sense of involvement or

commitment. Thewriting is characterized by

e no engagement of the writer; the writing isflat and
lifeless.

e alack of audience awareness; there is no sense of
“writing to be read.”

e no hint of thewriter behind the words. Thereis no sense
of interaction between writer and reader; the writing does
not involve or engage the reader.
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Grade 8 Writing V oice — Score Point 1

Writing

DiﬁEQTiONSi Now write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Scorepoint 1 -- Thewritingisflat and lifeless. It doesnot involve
or engage thereader. The writing seemsto lack a sense of

—| involvement. The writer has only personal wants/needs and doesn’t —
—| appedl to classmates. Thereis no sense of interaction between writer |—
and reader.
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Grade 8 Writing V oice — Score Point 2

Writing

M {IEH Now write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Score point 2 -- Thereis no evidence that the writer has chosen a
suitable voice. Thereis alack of audience awareness. Thereisrarely a
sense of interaction between reader and writer . The writer seems more
focused on his/her behavior than becoming president .

Go On BB
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Grade 8 Writing Voice — Score Point 3

Writing

[1:{2@1 (o] EH Now write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Score point 3 -- A sense of the writer may emerge at times, but
commitment to the topic seemsinconsistent. Clear sense of audience is
not evident in sentences such as “I can also get people to clean the school
| yard with me when it gets pretty dirty. If nobody wantsto | can get
people from detention.” The writer almost becomes overly personal
when addressing a discipline problem: *...how one kid ke eps getting in

troble...”
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Grade 8 Writing V oice — Score Point 4A

Writing

DIRECTIUNS Now write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Grade 8 Writing V oice — Score Point 4B

Writing
FINAL COPY
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Scor e point 4 -- In places, the writing iS expressive, engaging, and
sincere. Thereis, however, an inconsistent level of closenessto or
distance from the audience. Paragraph two is out of sync with the rest of
the paper. It has a personal focus while all other paragraphs connect the
writer as a candidate with the reader/students/voters. This paragraph is
inappropriately formal and stiff .
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Grade 8 Writing V oice — Score Point 5A

Writing

T_lONS Now write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Grade 8 Writing Voice — Score Point 5B

Writing
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Score point 5 -- The writer seems committed to the topic (homework,
recycling, and communication show a strong sense of audience). The
writing is sincere and lively. The writer communicates the message

effectively. The reader discerns the writer behind the words and feels a
sense of interaction.
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Grade 8 Writing Voice — Score Point 6A

Writing

il Zei eI Now write your final copy on the following two pages.
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Grade 8 Writing V oice — Score Point 6B

Writing
FINAL COPY
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Scor e point 6 -- There is an exceptional sense of “writing to be read.” The
writing is engaging and expressive. The writer exhibits a strong personal
voice. Thewriter isaware of the reader. The writing shows liveliness (*...
school has probably lost its place in your heart...”) and conviction (“To do
this, one must have change. Change to i mprove the things that are good, and
change the things that aren’t.”)
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